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Poſi tive poi numents 


IN 


RELIGION 


SEQEAE H E diminutive things that 
have been ſaid by ſome, of 
de poſitive appointments in 
religion, and the extrayagant 
things advanced by others, 
are two extremes, which true reaſoning 
leads no body into, on either hand. It is 
as contrary to the nature of things to make 
nothing of them, as to make them the 
whole of religion. To know exactly che 
A 2 regard 


[4 ] 
regard that is due to them, is to find out 
the rank, and order, they are placed in by 
him who has appointed them. This is our 
preſent inquiry. In which we are the more 
likely to ſucceed, the more ſincerely ws 
avoid being influenced by any thing but by 
virtue and truth. I ſhall lay together what 
I have to ſay on this ſubject, under the fol- 
lowing propoſitions. 

PRO p. I. Some things are abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation, and in their own nature. 


Wr call thoſe things abſolutely neceſ- 
fary, without which there can be ho ſal- 


vation at all, Thus, a mind ſuited to the 
happineſs intended by the word ſalvation, 
is abſolutely neceſſary ; or holineſs, without 
which no man ſhall fee the Lord. Thus, 
purity of heart, is neceſſary to ſee God; 
bleſſed are the pure in heart for they ſhall. ſee 
God. Thus a renewed nature is neceſſary 
ro our entring the kingdom of God; for, 
except a man be born again, he cannot enter 
the kingdom of God. 

THESE things are neceſſary, not only 
ns a conditio fine qua non, without which 
you have no title; but as a fitneſs, for happi- 
neſs, without which you have no capacity 
of it. All the titles in the world to heaven, 


& 


LS ] 
can never give the pleaſure of heaven, with- 
out a ſuitableneſs to its enjoyments. 

FiTNESS, here, is as the eye to the 
delights of colours, and proſpects; the ear 
to the pleaſures of harmony; and as the 
palate to thoſe of taſte and reliſh ; that is, 
a capacity of enjoyment. As there muſt 
be an animal nature for animal pleaſures, a 
rational nature for the rational ones, ſo there 
muſt be the divine and heavenly nature for 
thoſe that are divine and heavenly. No 
man would care to live even with a God 
whom he did not love. 

PRO r. II. No meerly poſitive appoint- 
ments are neceſſary in this ſenſe, (7. e.) ab- 
folutely, and in their own nature. To make 
ſalvation depend upon what I may be 
happy without, is not reconcilable to the 
wiſdom, or goodneſs of God. If there never 
had been a ſacrament in the world, I might 
have been happy without it; you can't ſay 
fo: of love to God, and likeneſs to him. —1 
may be caſt at too great a diſtance; I may 
be confin'd; I may be fick ; or under ſome 


natural incapacity: beſides, there may be 
combinations of men, whoſe number and 
power may clog the plain appointment, ſo, 
as that I ſhall not be allowed the 7n/#:tu- 


ton, 


[6] 
tion, without the ſuperſtition ; nor the'chil- 
dren's bread; without the poiſon they have 


mixed with it. In all theſe, and the like 
caſes, I am as ſure that the external rite is not 
neceſſary, as Iam that God is wiſe and good; 


and as I am that the Fhief upon the croſs 
was fayed without the Lord's ſupper ; or 
that Simon Magus was in the gall of bit- 
terneſs and bond of iniquity, notwith- 
ſtanding his baptiſm by the n en 


himſelf. * 


' In the ſame way of eafoning I jnfer, 
that God never ſuſpends-our falvation'upon 


things not at all within the power he has 
given us. For inſtance, the ſalvation of an 
infant does not depend upon its being bap- 
tiſed; which if it be not done, is not the 
child's fault; and if it be done, is none 


of the child's virtue. It is ſaid by our 


our Lord, John iii. 5. Except a man be born 
F water, and of the ſpirit, be cannot enter 
into the kingdom of Gad. Aſſerting the ne- 
ceſſity of being renewed by that holy ſpi- 
rit, whoſe: cleanſing: operations are often 


compared to water; as the quickning and 


I Tt ſeems St. Peter, had not the ſecret of making the 


meer oþ15 operatum valid; which they who call themſelves 


his ſucceſſors, nevertheleſs, derive from him, : 
Warm- 


warming influences of the ſame ſpirit are 

elſewhere compared to fire. If baptiſm 
be at all concerned here, then the meaning 
is no more than this; that the. thing ſig- 
nified by baptiſm, vig. the ſpirit's purify- 
ing influence, muſt go along with the ex- 
ternal rite, in order to the kingdom of God. 
Not the neceſſity of the outward rite, but 
the neceſſity of ſomething more than that; 
viz. the ſpiritual cleanſing and renovation 
or as it is worded, Tit. iii. 5. The waſhing of 
regeneration, and the renewal oy the ey 

G hot. 

RO Pp. III. Aa: ;ſbofition to obey diviners 
orders, wherever chey are diſcern'd, either 
politive, or moral, is part of that holineſs, 
without which no man ſhall ſee the Lord. 

I May ſaved without a N 
but can I be ſaved without a diſpoſition to 
obey God's authority wherever I ſee it? A 
ſacrament 1s a poſitive rite, and not to be - 
compared with moral virtue; but is not a 
diſpoſition to obey God's order, moral vir- 
tue, and chriſtian grace? Or, can there be 
any moral virtue, or chriſtian grace, with- 
out a diſpoſition to obey the authority of 
Chriſt, wherever I diſcern it? Surely obe- 


dience to God 8 command i 18 a moral excel- 
lences. 
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[8] 
lence, tho' the inſtances of that obedience 
may lie in poſitive rites. The command 
to Abraham to ſacrifice his ſon, was a poſt- 
tive order, and a very ſtrange one too ; 
ſeemingly oppoſite to ſome moral orders 
given out before; and yet his diſpoſition to 
obey, when he was ſure of the divine war- 
Tant in the caſe, has ſet him as the head 
of all the believing world; as the heroe of 
faith, the father of the faithful, and the 
friend of God. The command of ſprinkling 
the blood of the paſſover upon the door- 
poſts of the 1/raehites, was an external poſi- 
tive rite; if there had not been a diſpoſi- 
tion to obey that order, it would have coſt 
ſome lives; as it had like to have done to 
Moſes, the neglect of circumciſing his child, 
as good a man as he was in other reſpects. 

Was not the forbidden fruit a poſitive 
inſtance ? An external thing? Setting aſide 
the divine prohibition, there was nothing 
immoral in eating of that, any more than 
of any other tree; but diſobedience is an 
immorality, let the inſtance be what it will. 

PRO P. IV. The fincerity and truth of 
ſuch a diſpoſition, is beſt known by its be- 
ing uniform and univerſal. Then ſhall 1 
not be aſhamed when I have reſpect unto all 

| thy 
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thy commangments *. That we may ſtand | 
compleat in all the will of. God. The au- | | 
thor of our religion has told us, and add- | 
ed his example to his word, that thus 
it becomes us to fulfil all righteouſneſs, and 
ſo ordered himſelf to be baptiſed; who 
could have no need of it upon the com- 
mon accounts, and was already poſſeſſed of 
all its moral fignifications. | 
Jou x demurred upon it ar firft, as an 
impropriety, for him to baptiſe Chriſt: 
One who hadno fin to waſh away, in reali- 
ty, or emblem. Who needed no repentance, 
nor the outward rite that obliged to it; 
which was therefore called the baptiſm unto 
repentance *. He was purity it ſelf; able to 
baptiſe John with the holy ghoſt. I have need, 
ſays John, 70 be baptiſed of thee, and comeſt 
thou to me? thou who haſt the fulneſs of 
every excellence which any baptiſm can 
either ſignify, or convey: --- Jeſus anſwering, 
ſaid unto him, ſuffer it now, for thus it be- 
comes us to fulfil all righteouſneſs* ; q. d. 
« Tam to own and honour your miſſion 
te from heaven, by ſubmitting to this ordi- 
© nance, waich belongs to it; and which 
© you have in commiſſion to adminiſter. 


I Pf, cxix. 6. 2 Coliſ iv. ro. Mat. iii. + Mat. iii. 12. 
1s werdvoiay. ver. 15. x 
Tx | ec 
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“ am near the time of receiving an ex- 
e traordinary baptiſm of the holy ghoſt 
| * from heaven, of which you will be a 
ee ſpectator, by and by; and I would give 
« an example to your diſciples, and mine, 
| « that the heavenly unctions are to be 
| ** waited for, and received, in the practice 
| 4 of ſuch inſtitutions as are appointed to 
be their canal. --- Beſides, as by circum- 
e cifion I am already entered into the jew- 
„eh church, I am by baptiſm to be en- 
te tered into the goſpel church, as ſoon as 
in « there was a baptiſm that was from 
1 „% heaven.” 
| THz words were ſpoken of baptiſm; 
of the baptiſm of John; and therefore it 
| muſt needs be from heaven; or elſe, he 
| would never have called ſubmitting to it, 
| | ; a fulfilling of righteouſneſs. --- It was a poji- 


tive rite, an external thing, and yet he calls 
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| it 71ghteouſneſs? Such righteouſneſs, as be- 

| came him who was the holy one of God; 

| became him who had intrinſecally no need 
| | of any outward ceremony ; whoſe inward 

| 

| 


purity was perfectly divine: And if it be- 
came him to fulfil ſuch ſort of righteouſ- 
neſs, it can hardly become any, who pre- 
tend to be his followers, to neglect it. It 
| muſt needs become us alſo, to fulfil the 


1 ſame 
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1 
ſame, and not turn away and ſay, wich 
an air of diſregard --- it is only a poſiti ve 
appointment. 

TR us it ſtands in the judgment of him 
who is the author of your religion; and 
will be the judge of your behaviour: That 
the practice of outward rites, if they are 
from heaven, is righteouſneſs, and that it 
becomes us to fulfil it, or thus, according to 
my title: --- There are moral obligations 
to pofitive appointments ? And the compli- 
ance with them is a fulfilling of righteouſneſs 
becoming every one. 

PRO p. V. As a competent evidence is 
ſuppoſed needful, for any external rite be- 
ing of divine appointment; ſo again, a 
wilful ignorance of that evidence, or not 
diſcerning it, through criminal cauſes, will 
not excuſe from guilt. 

Tre criminal cauſes of not ſeeing the 
evidence for ſuch appointments are, in this 
caſe, as in many other caſes, non-inquzry, 
lazineſs, prejudice, luſt, pride and paſſion. 
That an ignorance owing to theſe cauſes, 
cannot be pleaded, for a negle& of any of 
God's appointments, is ſo much the general 
ſenſe of all caſuiſts, that I ſhall only add 
here, that it is at every man's peril how 
he comes not to know the will of God, 
as well as not to do it. How 


— 


4 
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How far ſoever ſimple error may be 

an excuſe, affected ignorance can be none. 
We muſt look to it, how we came not to 
ſee the evidence of the appointment, and 
muſt anſwer that to God, and our own 
conſcience. It is not enough to ſay 
Lord, I did not know it was appointed? 
When the anſwer may juſtly be: You 
“ never enquired into the matter, you never 
ce allowed your ſelf to think of it. Or if 
e you did, you reſolved in your mind, that 
e you would not be convinced. You made 
© the moſt of every cavil, but never 
| e minded the ſolution to any of your 
| objections. 
1 THE evidence is to be n as far 
| as it goes. If a man is not convinced that 
it preponderates, upon the whole: — 70 
his own maſter he ſtands and falls. Who 
only knows whether it be his miſtake, only, 
or his wickedneſs. 

PRO P. VI. The duty and neceſſity of 
any external rites, and particularly of ſacra- 
ments, have their meaſures and degrees. And 
here I apprehend the meaſures of the duty 
and neceſſity of ſacraments to be ſuch as theſe, 

1. THE authority injoining. 

THe authority of men can make no- 
thing neceſſary in religion. It is vain to 

pretend 
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pretend to it, it is vain to ſubmit to it. 
In vain do they worſhip me, teaching for 
dactrines the commandments of men. But 
where we ſee the broad ſeal of heaven, 
where there is the divine warrant, thus ſaitb 
the Lord: It is worſe than trifling, to 
cavil and ſay, it is but an external rite. 
2. ANOTHER meaſureofthe duty and 
neceſſity of ſacraments is the degree of evi- 
dence of their being ſo appointed: Where 
this evidence is not ſo clear, the obligation 
is weakened in proportion; but where the 
terms are plainly binding, and ſtrongly 
commanding, there the obligation is not 
to be evaded. 

As to the evidence for the duty of the 
Lord's ſupper, the command of Chriſt is 
expreſs, --- do this in remembrance of me. 
Do this, there's the command: --- In re- 
membrance, therefore it muſt be done after 
he was abſent and gone. This command 
the apoſtle repeats over again, in the ſame 
abſolute form, and directs it to all the 
church of Corinth; and told them that he 
had received it of the Lord, and delivered it 
unto them *, --- Not as a narrative only; of 
ſomething Chriſt ſaid, and did; but as an 
injunction ; of ſomething to be done by 


them after the ſame manner. For 
7 1 Corinth. xi. 23, N 
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this only is the ſenſe chat comes up to the 
dignity of the expreſſion; I have received 
gf<zbe Lord, --- as he did all his goſpel. 
This is too ſolemn a ſtile for a meer piece 
of hiſtory ; for which any of the apoſtles 
might have been his vouchers. There 
needed no revelation of ſuch a matter as 
that; but to repeat the command, to lay 
down the rules of performance, to reprove 
for not keeping to the inſtitution, to de- 
clare the continuance of the ſame, even 
till be come, and fo to determine the whole 
tranſaction to have the nature of an obli- 
gation upon us, to do this in remembrance 
of him: All this might not be unworthy 


of a freſh revelation, and the interpoſure 


of the authority of him who gave out the 


firſt command, Do this, &c. 


AGAIN, this only is the ſenſe demand- 


ed by the many regulations and directions, 


with which the apoſtle accompanies the 
repetition of this command, Do this, &c. 
and whereby he farther explains and in- 
forces it. If it be ſaid that rules and di- 
rections may be given, to do a thing ſo and 
ſo, if you do it at all; without inferring 
an obligation to do the thing, as duty? --- 


J anſwer, this is indeed poſſible, but cannot 


be the caſe here, without making the apoſtle 
— | | the 


1 

the greateſt trifler: To be ſo large, ſo par- 
ticular, ſo ſerious, and in earneſt; to labour 
the point, of the right manner of perform- 
ance, of what after all they need not per- 
form at all! --- I anſwer further, that theſe 
are regulations of the manner of doing a 
thing actually commanded; the command 
is firſt repeated, Do this, &c. and then the 
manner how, is ſhewn. Rules are laid down 
to direct how to perform the commanded 
duty; accompany'd with reproofs, for not 
doing it according to the inſtitution ; both 
with regard to the parts of the adminiſtra- 
tion, and to the temper of mind which 
ought to accompany it. He blames them 
for not eating the Lord's ſupper, but ra- 
ther doing ſomething elſe, this is not to 
eat the Lord's ſupper *, but where there is no 
law there is no tranſgreſſion; and where 
there is no tranſgreſſion, no blame. No 
blame in not doing what we are not obliged 
to do at all. The ends and purpoſes of its 
inſtitution are pointed out, viz. to ſhew 
forth the Lord's death, and remember him. 
The frequency of doing it is intimated ; as 
oft ag you do this ſuppoſes it muſt be done 
often, though, how often, is not ſpecify'd, 
The continuance of the practice is declar- 1 
ed to be, to the end of the world *, un- | 


a ' 
I ver. 20. 3Þ ver. 26. til | 
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til be come . Can that be a temporary ce- 
remony only? The danger of doing it 
in a wrong manner, (i. e.) in a manner not 
according to the inſtitution, or in an un- 
worthy frame of ſpirit, (i. e.) without true 
devotion, and ſuitable affections, is laid be- 
fore them, in thoſe words, he that eateth 
and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh 
judgment to himſelf; namely, ſuch judgments 
as fickneſs, weakneſs, and death; or any other, 
which the offended Lord ſhall think fit to 
inflict. 

ADD to all this, the expreſſions we meet 
1 with, that ſuppoſe the ſtated practice of the 
1 Lord's ſupper among them. Such as theſe, 
Ye cannot partake of the table of the Lord, 
and the table of devils. The bread that we 
break, is it not the communion of the body 
of Chrift? The cup which we bleſs, is it not 
the communion of the blood of Chriſt ? --- And 
they continued ſledfaſtly in the apoſtles doctrine, 
and in fellowſhip, and m breakutig of bread, 
and in prayers 2. 

AND theſe hints of the evidence of 
the inſtitution might be concluded, and 
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! Ver. 26. 2 Such expreſſions are not to be accounted for, 
from any thing, to be obſerved, in thoſe aſſemblies, where 
there is no bread bleſſed, no cup of bleſſing, no table of the 

Lord, no breaking of bread. 


ſtrength- 


ö = 
macs wt 845 1 
_ = A 
* p — 
n . * — E N 
_ . * _ . _ "4 8 GY —— * 
An, > —— IN — — 
— ag _  W9-— — 2 
* n * — 2 22 — 
: "I N rr 
0 —— ; — 8 


- 665-5 AE ed Redo Alt EEC ite. i 
2 e - 


2 2 K 0 — £ K 
o PPP — : 4 


1 
ſtrengthened, by ſhewing, that this hag, 
been che practice of the church of Chriſt 
througRont all ages, and in its more un- 
cortupted times. 

3. ANOTHER meaſure of the wee 
ſity and obligation of poſitive appointments, 
is that they are ordered to give way, in the 
unavoidable competition; when one or 
the other muſt be omitted, the preference 
is given to the moral and ſpiritual duty. 
Doing good to our fellow creatures, muft 
be preferred before fuch rigid obſervation 
of the ſabbath, as would be cruel or hurt- 
ful ro them. * It is a ruled caſe, that 
metcy, and juſtice, are to take place of 
ſacrifice, * I will have mercy and not ſæ- 


crifice : And * to do jnſtice and judgment, ts 


more acceptable to the Lord than ſacrifice. 
4. T xt neceflity of any poſitive appoint- 
ment, is alſo meaſured, by the ftrefs God lays 
upon it, for the time it is to continue. 
TR ſprinkling the blood of the paſſ- 
over upon the poſts of the doors, was not 
at all neceſſary in itſelf, to preſervation 


from the deſtroying angel; but God laid 


that ſtreſs upon it. The oracle, or the 
Mercy-Seat, was a meer poſitive appoint- 
ment; God could have met Mojes any where 

1 Mat. xii. 11. 2 Mat. ix. 13. Prop. xxi. 3. 
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elſe ; but God laying the ſtreſs upon it mea- 
ſures the degree of the neceſſity of obſerving 
that order, * there will I meet thee, and com- 
mune with thee. --- Moſes might have reaſon” 
ed with himſelf, --- © God is every where, 
« and can meet me any where, if he pleaſes, 
« and if he does not pleaſe, he won't do it 
c here:” --- And ſo have miſſed the ho- 
nour of communion with his Maker ; broke 
the divine order; loſt the benefit of the 
oracle, and offended God, by the neglect. 
And he would have argued like thoſe, who 
now-a-days are ready to ſay, --- Tho 
« Chriſt has promiſed, that where tuo or 
three are met together in my name, there 
« will JI be in the midſt of them, to bleſs 
« them : yet there is no need of meet- 
ing together, in his name at all, --- we 
can meet him where; or he may 
« come home to us.” 

5. THe reaſons, and end, of thoſe poſitive 
appointments, make another meaſure of 
the neceſſity of our obſerving them. 

Ir there ſhould be any reaſons of theſe 
injunctions that we don't know, it is ſuffi- 
cient that chey are known to God. Our 


obedience is always a reaſonable ſervice, 


whether we know God's reaſons for the 
injunction, or no. His command is always 
7 Exod. xxv. 22. | reaſon 
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reaſon enough for us. However, a good 
many of the reaſons of his appointing ſa- 
cramental uſages, are known to us, and 
may be eaſily diſcerned to conſiſt, in the 
obvious uſes, and ends, of theſe inſtitutions. 
For inſtance, they are proper /eals to the 
covenant between God and man; and ſo 
they are neceſſary as a ſeal to a contract. 
All ſeals are poſitive appointments. There 
is no neceſſity of them (in the nature of 
things) whatever there may be in point of 
law, and inſtitution. Men may make co- 
venants, and keep them too, very honeſtly, 
without ſealing them. They may ſo, but 
a wiſe man will not omit that poſitive rite, 
of ſealing, meerly becauſe in the nature 
of things a covenant may be kept without ir, 

In the facramental ſeals, God deals 
with us in a way of alluſion to our man- 
ner of dealing among men; that is, when 
an agreement is made among men, they 
proceed to ſigning and ſealing; ſo here is 
an agreement or covenant between God 
and you. You ſee the evil of fin, and 
mourn over it; vou ſee the miſery of a 
ſinful ſtate, and reſolve to get out of it; 
you ſee the neceſſity of Chriſt to ſalvation, 
and flee- to him for it. The method of 


ſalvation is ſet before you, and you embrace 
the 
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the whole of it: The promiſes, for your 
incouragement; the commands, for your 
direction: — And the queſtion is put, --- 
Do you conſent, and agree to all this? 
Anſwer Yes, I do. --- Then ſet your ſeal 
to it. Such ſeal as I have appointed for 
this purpoſe, among others: --- Anſwer, 
no I won't ſeal; that is but an external rite. 
The inward conſent is the moral part, the 
valuable part. Ay, but to do as you are 
bid is one part of the agreement you have 
made. You have agreed to keep God's 
commands; this is one of his commands. 
You have agreed to walk in his ways; this 
is one of his ways. Under this notion 
Abraham received one of the ſacramental 
rites. * He received the fign of circumciſion, 
a ſeal of the righteouſneſs of the faith which 
he had, yet being uncircumciſed. --- The thing 
ſignified and ſealed he had already ; namely, 
the righteouſneſs of faith. And yet he muſt 
have the outward ſeal, and ſign; and his ſub- 
miſſion to that external rite, or ſeal, was an 
inſtance and evidence of that righteouſneſs. 

THIS! ſhews, how meer à nothing it 
is, to ſay, that © Since I have attained 
ce moral virtue already, what fignifies the 
% outward ceremony? I anſwer, - A 


I Rom, iv. 11. 


braham 
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brabam had faith already, and that faith 
was imputed to him for righteouſneſs, and 
yet, he received the ſeal of that righteouſneſs, 
which he already had. The having ac- 
quired the moral temper did not ſuperſede 
the uſe of that pofitive rite; which was 
an inſtance, evidence, and exerciſe, of the 
vertue of his mind. 

Tre ſacraments are fo far neceffary, 
as the uſing the means of edification is 
neceſſary to that end; — how well they 
are adapted to our edification, from what 


we ſee, and hear, and do, and meditate 


upon there, is too obvious to be inſiſted 
upon here. Every thing 1s calculated to 
diſplay God's love, and to exerciſe our qwn. 
To ſhew how Chriſt loved the church, and 
gave himſelf for it, and what we owe in 
return. To draw out our hearts to him, 
in faith, and truſt, and obedience, and to 
unite them all one to another in affection 
and brotherly love. 

LET moral virtue be exalted in com- 
pariſon with externals, but not abuſed to 
exclude thoſe rites, that are the means of 
its own acquiſition, and improvement- 


The excellency of the moral temper is un- 


naturally employ'd to run down, the very 
methods whereby that excellent temper, 
| is 
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is obtained and expreſſed. Neither of them 
ſeparate, and alone, are of equal excellence, 
with both in conjunction. Such means will 
ever appear to be valuable, in proportion to 
the excellence of that temper they are ad- 
apted to promote; and. therefore cannot 
be unſuitable to the nature of man, nor 

unworthy of the appointment of God. 


PRO r. VII. He that commands the out- 
ward poſitive rite, commands the inward 
diſpoſition, and moral temper at the ſame 
time. | 

HE does not fay Do this, --- without 
concerning himſelf how it is done; whe- 
ther in a manner ſuitable to an end ap- 
Pointed, or not. Human laws are fatisfy'd 


if the thing be done, becauſe they can reach 


only the outward act, and cannot enter the 
heart. But the divine law,reaches the inten- 
tion and thoughts of the heart; and com- 
mands them- to go along with, and to be 
ſuitable to, every outward act it injoyns. -— 


This might be ſhewn through every ap- 


pointment of religion; but the thing is ob- 
vious. --- I ſhall therefore only add, that, 


when Chriſt ſays, Do this in remembrance of 
me; he commands at the ſame time, the 


in ward diſpoſition, and every moral quality, 
that renders a man fit and ſuitable for ſo 
doing. 
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doing. So that to ſay, --- I am un- 
worthy, and unfit, --- is to own, I am 
diſobedient to the command of Chriſt ; who 
commands that fitneſs, and that ſuitableneſs, 
of inward temper and diſpoſition, without 
which even the outward act would not 
be an a& of obedience to any command 
of his, — for there is no ſuch command 
of his, as injoyns the outward act, with- 
out the inward temper and diſpoſition. 
PRO p. VIII. Poſitive appointments far 
ſuch uſes and ends as theſe, are of aquite 
different nature from arbitrary impoſitions 
with which they are too often confounded. 
THE Idea of arbitrary (I think) implies 
a weakneſs incompatible to the divine na- 
ture; whoſe perfection it is to do nothing 
but for ſome wiſe reaſon, and for ſome good 
end. Nor can ſuch a blemiſh ever cleave 
to the government, any more than to the 
nature of God, as an arbitrary act: that is, 
an act of the divine will without a wiſe 
reaſon, and for no good end. An imputa- 
tion that can never be faſtned upon me- 
thods ſo well calculated to our edification 
and his glory. 3 
PRO P. IX. Tho' no poſitive appoint- 
ments are abſolutely neceſſary, yet the con- 
tempt of them, and of the divine authority 


diſcerned 
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_ diſcerned in them, cannot conſiſt with 
holineſs. 

Tus contempt n may be ſhe wn many 
ways. 

BY contemptuous language. Tho' 
may be expected, that common civility 
ſhould preſerve ordinarily from that. By 
a careleſs and unconcerned attendance. The 
apoſtle charges the diſorders of the Corin- 
thians with contempt, * Deſþ1/e ye the church 
F God, and its ordinances? From whence 
alone it can derive, or deſerve reverence; 
by ſuch diſorderly behaviour you ſeem to 
deſpiſe and contemn the congregation of 
God's people, and the tranſactions there. 

Ox the other hand, this contempt may 
be ſhewn by a total zeglect, as well as by 
a careleſs attendance. When the omiſſion 
is from heedleſneſs of ſpiritual things, la- 
zineſs, want of devotion, or ether criminal 
cauſes. If he that eateth and dtinketh un- 
worthily, eateth and drinketh judgment to 
himſelf, does not he that neglects it un- 
worthily, incur the fame danger? Is he not 
more likely to draw upon himſelf judgment, 
who unworthily turns his back upon it ? 
As 2 total neglect, and flight, ſeems more 
provoking than any infirmities, that ac- 


I 1 Cor. xi. 
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company our honeſt endeavours. An honeſt 
man doing his beſt, and acting in the in- 
tegrity of his heart, may depend upon di- 
vine acceptance in Chriſt ; whoſe blood has 
virtue to cleanſe away the {in of being guilty 


of the body and blood of Chriſt, upon re- 


pentance. There is no judgment for ſuch 
to fear, that can be avoided by concinual 
diſobedience to the divine order; becauſe 
that continual neglect and diſobedience, does 
equally expoſe to the like judgments, * 

THERE is another manner of ſhewing 
our contempt of the ſacrament, and that 
is, by proſiztuting it to perſons that do con- 
temn it, and to purpoſes contemptible e- 
nough, in compariſon of the ends of its 
inſtitution. To perſons viſibly profane 
and unworthy, who would never come 
to a ſacrament at all, if it were not for 
a reaſon drawn from this world; perſons 
whoſe life and character is as remote from 
the deſign and end of its inſtitution, and 


all that it means, as ſwearing, drunken- 
neſs, whoring, and all immoralities, are a 


defiance to its obligation. — How contemp- 
tuous a treatment of the Lord's ſupper is it, 
z Numb. xv. 30. The ſoul that doth ought preſumptuoaſiy, 


the ſame reproacheth tbe Lord, that ſoul ſpali de cut Us from 
a Bis people, 
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| | to force thoſe to receive it, whom it would 
19 be a fin to admit! Can atheiſts and infidels 
w— find our a more effectual way of reading 
| | =_ under foot the Hon of God, than by this 

MN treating the blood of the covenant where- 

| with we are ſanctified, as an unholy 
thing? --- And why ſhould. infidels ſhew 
more reſpe& to the miracles, or the ordi- 
nances, of the chriſtian religion, than its 
own miniſters? The guilt and ſcandal of 
this diſhonour to God, this hardſhip upon 
the honeſt clergy, and this hazard to the 
ſouls of men, lies heavy ſomewhere --- in 
proportion to the ſhare that any have in 
procuring, or continuing, ſuch a profana- 
tion; as conſecrating holy things with up- 
lifted hands, and with the ſame hands 
giving them to dogs. Write up the reve- 
rence due to holy things with never ſo much 
eloquence, you ſhew your learning and abi- 
lity only. It muſt be the reſcue of ſacred 
things from theſe abuſes, that can ſhew your 
integrity; and that we do not, equally with 


Infidels, make a jeſt of our religion, only 
with a graver face. Religion is ſacred in all 
its parts, its articles of faith, as well as 
ordinances. True zeal for God, that ſaves an 
ordinance from profane communion, will 
be equally glad to fave the articles of faith 

from 
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from prevaricating ſubſcriptions, and to de- 
liver both from being any longer the tools 
of policy, the inſtruments of ambition, ava- 
rice, and worldly deſigns 
Bux theſe propoſitions, I have endea- 

voured to ſtate the caſe of moral and po- 
fitive parts of our religion, and the mea- 
ſures of the obligation and duty of ſacra- 
ments. The ſum is Some things are ab- 


ſolutely neceſſary to ſal vation in their own 


nature. No meerly poſitive external ap- 
pointment is neceſſary in this ſenſe --- but 
a diſpoſition to 'obey divine orders, where 
ever they are diſcerned, is a part of that 
holineſs without which no man ſhall ſee 
the Lord. The ſincerity and truth of 
ſuch a diſpoſition is diſcerned, by its being 
uniform, and univerſal. --- As a competent 
evidence of the divine appointment, is ſup- 
poſed, a willful ignorance of that evidence, 
or not diſcerning it through criminal cauſes 
will not excv4e. --- The neceſſity and duty of 
any external rites have their meaſures and 
degrees. --- He that commands the outward 


poſitive rite, commands the inward diſpo- 
ſition and ſuitable temper, at the ſame time. 


--- Poſitive appointments, thus commanded, 
ard to ſuch ends and purpoſes as theſe, are 


not to be called arbitrary impoficions. --- _ 
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The? no is % ©M are abſolute- 


ly fiecefary;yet the contempt of them, whoſe 


inſtitution is owned, cannot conſiſt with true 
goodneſs, --- To conclude, --- External rites 
arenothing withour the inward temper, and - 
virtue of mind; the inward: temper is but 
pretended to in many caſes without the ex- 
ternal rites, and is acquired, promoted and 
evidenced by the uſe of them. I give all 
my goods to the poor, and have not charity, 
there's the external a&, without the inward 
moral temper, and ſo it is all nothing. If 
on the other hand, I ſay, I have the inward 
temper of charity, and give nothing to the 
poor, but ſay to my brother, --- Be thou 
warmed, be thou cloathed, --- How dwelleth 
the love of God in that man? --- Therefore 


what God hath joined together let no man 
put aſunder. Whatever comparative ex- 
cellence there may be, in the two different 


inſtances of obedience, they are both in- 
ſtances oſ obedience; and the direction of 


our regard is ſummed up, in that text, 


Mat. XXiii. 23. Theſe ought ye to have done, 
and not to have left 4 other undone. 
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